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Background 

At the end 2017, the European Sea Ports Organisation commissioned a study with the aim to investigate 
which are the infrastructure investment needs of European ports and see how these should best be financed. 
The study, which can be found on the ESPO website, has been prepared by Peter de Langen (PLA), Mateu 
Turró, Martina Fontanet and Jordi Caballé. This study should serve as input for defining the new priorities 
under the Connecting Europe Facility for the next financial period.  

The study reveals that European seaports (EU-27) currently face substantial investment needs of around 48 
€billion (5 €billion annually) for the period 2018 – 2027.  

Ports are facing several challenges that have a major impact on the requirements for infrastructure 
investments: new trends in the maritime industry (increasing vessel sizes, increasing market power through 
alliances), the decarbonisation agenda, building resilience to climate change and the overall greening of 
vessels, digitalization and automation, increased security challenges, growing urbanisation and increasing 
pressure from expanding cities, as well as Brexit. There are consequently many more requirements for 
developing new and adapting existing port infrastructure than simply increasing capacity. 

To a large extent, these investment needs are triggered by external drivers such as the need for LNG 
infrastructure to facilitate the greening of vessels. 

Even if investment in basic infrastructure, maritime access infrastructure, and transport-related 
infrastructure (transport connections to rail, road, inland waterways) accounts for more than 65% of the 
projects basic infrastructure, we see that the following categories are also important: 

- energy related infrastructure; and 

- infrastructure for reducing the environmental footprint.  

The greening on the vessels side in the coming years will steer to a large extent the investments to be made 
on the port side.  For ports it is important to have the measures that the shipping sector will agree on at 
global level mapped out as soon as possible so that ports can plan their investments and look for the 
adequate funding.  

Investments to facilitate the greening of shipping are investments structure are  typical with a high societal 
added value and wider economic returns beyond the port community, which cannot attract private financing 
because of a limited return on investment for the investing port authority. 

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to note and consider the information provided.  

 

https://www.espo.be/media/Port%20Investment%20Study%202018_FINAL_1.pdf

